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“ I had to de-cereal

 the minivan.”
 – Jason, 35. No insurance.

  Making sure you’re 
covered is faster than 
making excuses.

In the time it takes to put it off, you and your family could already be covered with 

BMO insureNOW™ Plus. It only takes a few minutes to enrol online and you get life, 

critical illness and accidental disability insurance in one easy-to-purchase package. 

Plus, there’s no medical exam required to apply.

Apply online now or learn more at bmoinsurance.com/insurenow
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TTC budget puts $95.3M into improved service

The TTC has cleared the first 
hurdle in approving a $95.3-mil-
lion slate of service improve-
ments — and a fare increase 
TTC riders say makes the sys-
tem less affordable to those 

who need it most.
The TTC board unanimously 

approved an operating budget 
on Monday that will add a dime 
to the cost of a token and about 
$93 a year to the price of tran-
sit for Metropass users. That 
increase will raise an additional 
$29 million toward the system’s 
approximately $1.6-billion oper-
ating costs.

The budget is balanced with 
a $600-million city subsidy to 
help pay for the TTC conven-
tional and Wheel-Trans services. 
That has still to be passed by To-

ronto’s budget committee and 
by council. It’s a $38.8-million 
increase over last year’s subsidy.

But it will restore service lost 
in budget cuts in 2012 and add 
additional services, including 
more express buses and more 
Blue Night buses to the sys-
tem, said Coun. Josh Colle, who 
chairs the TTC board. Children 
under 12 will be allowed to ride 
free. That move, he said, means 
some schools can now plan field 
trips that were previously un-
affordable. That concession will 
cost the transit system about $7 

million a year, but several com-
missioners said is important to 
creating a new generation of 
transit riders.

Other system improvements 
include allowing streetcar rid-
ers to board through the back 
doors to speed service, along 
with hiring more fare enforce-
ment officers. There will be two 
additional subway trains on the 
Yonge and Bloor lines during 
rush hours, and reduced crowd-
ing on all vehicles with a return 
to pre-2012 standards.
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Transit. Operating 
budget will add a dime 
to the cost of tokens 
and $93 a year to the 
cost of monthly passes

Jeanette Kong is the director of Half: The Story of a Chinese-Jamaican Son.
CONTRIBUTED

Documentary traces troubled path of Chinese-Jamaicans
A documentary is shedding 
light on the complexities of 
growing up torn between two 
cultures and identities.

Set to screen in Toronto as 
part of Black History Month, 
Half: The Story of a Chinese-
Jamaican Son recounts the tra-
jectory of Vincent Lee, one of 
many Chinese-Jamaicans who 
struggled to establish a sense of 
identity and belonging. 

Born to a Jamaican mother 
and a Chinese father in 1931, 
Lee, who now lives in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., was sent to China 

when he was five. It was part 
of a community practice that 
sought to give kids an initia-
tion to the Chinese culture and 
mores. The film attempts to 
depict Lee’s life of hardship and 
servitude through the traditions 
of pre-Communist China and 
his longing to reunite with his 
family in Jamaica, said director 
Jeanette Kong.

“We now think of mixed 
race as a modern concept, but 
it was a different story in the 
1930s,” Kong said. “So I wanted 
to explore what it was like to 

grow up as a mixed-race person 
in China back then.”

The practice did more than 
just teach Lee and his peers a 
new culture and lifestyle. By the 
time they returned to Jamaica 
in early adulthood, they would 
find it hard to fully reconnect 
with their families and the soci-
ety, Kong said.

They didn’t have the same 
culture after becoming com-
pletely Hakka, the community 
in China where many of them 
were sent. They couldn’t speak 
English, which also limited 

them in professional growth, 
she added.

“It was like starting over 
again, almost becoming an im-
migrant in your own country.” 

Kong said the half-hour film 
is a visual representation of the 
history of people who made 
up Jamaica. It certainly has rel-
evance to today’s world of di-
versity, she said.

The documentary is sched-
uled to screen throughout the 
city in February, followed by 
open discussions on race and 
identity. GILBERT NGABO/METRO


